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It in then, O my beloved, umuwssary for \us to be terrified
at those things, awl we have nml to fear only when the devils
multiply the speaking of tho things which cm true and then
we must rebuke them severely . , , Therefore let us be on
<nir guard , , , W& must not then even appear to incline our
hearing to their words, even though they bo words of truth
which they utter; for it would be a disgrace unto its that those
who have rebelled against God should become our teachers.
Ami let us, () my brethren, arm ourselves with the armour of
righteousness, and let us put on the helmet of redemption, and
in the time of contending let us shoot out from a believing mind
spiritual arrows as from a bow which is stretched. For they
(the devils) are nothing at ail, and even if they were, their strength
hath in it nothing which would enable it to resist the might of
the Cross/'
St Anthony relates:
" One© there appeared unto me a devil of an exceedingly
haughty and insolent appearance, and he stood up before me with
the tumultuous noise of many people, and he dared to say unto me :
' I, even I, am the power of God', and ' I, even I, am the Lord
of the worlds*1 And h© said unto me; ' What dost thou wish
me to give thee ? Ask, and thou shalt receive/ Then I blew
a puff of wind at him, arid I rebuked him in the name of Christ..,,
And on another occasion, when I was fasting, the crafty
one appeared to me in the form of a brother monk carrying
bread, and he began to speak unto me words of counsel, saying
1 Rise up, and stay thy heart with bread and water, and rest
a little from thine excessive labours, for thou art a man, and
howsoever greatly thou mayest be exalted thou art clothed with
a mortal body and thou shouldest fear sickness and tribulations/
Then 1 regarded his words, and I held my peace and refrained
from giving an answer, And I bowed myself down in quietness,
and I began to make supplications in prayer, and I said; * O
Lord, make Thou an end of him, even as Thou hast been wont
to clo him away at all times' ; and as I concluded my words he
came to an end and vanished like dust, and went forth from the
door like smoke.
Now on one occasion Satan approached the house one night
and knocked at the door, and I went out to see who was knocking,
and I lifted up mine eyes and saw the form of an exceedingly
tall and strong man ; and, having asked him * Who art thou ?',
h® answered and said urtto me; ' I am Satan/ And after this
I said unto him ; ' What seekcst thou ?' and he answered unto
ma; 4 Why do the monies and the anchorites, and the other
Christians revile me, and why do they at all times heap curses
upon me ?f And having clasped my head firmly .in wonder

